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Project Abstract:
The Arkansas Department of Human Services, Division of Aging and Adult Services (DAAS), the State Unit on Aging for the State of Arkansas, supports the Nursing Home Diversion Modernization Grants in collaboration with two of the State’s Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs).  The goal of the project is to expand service delivery options available through the AAAs, thereby providing Arkansans with increased consumer-directed long-term care service options. 

The objectives are to: (1) create a new assessment instrument and process which target individuals at risk of nursing home placement; (2) to develop and pilot a Medicaid spend down screening tool; and (3) for two of Arkansas’s AAAs to offer Cash & Counseling as a service model option. 

The expected outcomes of this grant project are: (1) an infrastructure necessary to support increased use of the US DHHS/Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Cash & Counseling model, resulting in additional consumer-directed service options for Arkansans and (2) targeted methods used by the AAAs with a priority on serving Arkansans at risk of nursing home placement and Medicaid spend down.  

The products from this project are: (1) a financial eligibility screening tool, used to predict risk for Medicaid spend down; (2) an evaluation report describing the success of the newly developed application assessment process as a predictor of risk for institutionalization; and (3) the sharing of training materials on how to operate and develop a Cash & Counseling program to encourage replication of the model by additional AAAs across the state.

