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Project Abstract:

The Division of Aging and Ault Services (DAAS), the State Unit on Aging for the State of Arkansas, currently administers a Nursing Home Diversion program and is committed to strengthening and expanding this program as a part of the state’s efforts to rebalance its long-term care system and provide Arkansans with additional choices in how and where they receive long-term care services and supports.  The goal of the project is to expand and strengthen the state’s current Nursing Home Diversion program in order to enable non-Medicaid eligible Arkansans at imminent risk of nursing home placement and spend down to Medicaid to remain in the community and out of the nursing home.

The objectives of this project are to: 1) expand the current Nursing Home Diversion Modernization (NHDM) program; 2) work in collaboration with the Singe Entry Point (SEP) and Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) to identify additional participants for the program; 3) develop and refine nursing home diversion and spend down targeting criteria; and 4) continue providing services to the 150 participants in the current Nursing Home Diversion program and add up to 52 new enrollees to the program.  
The anticipated outcomes of the project are to: 1) provide services available under the NHDM program to additional Arkansans; 2) assess Arkansas’s NHDM assessment and screening tools; 3) produce a report detailing the outcome of the Nursing Home Diversion project; and 4) provide training opportunities and material to the state’s AAA network on the philosophy and implementation of Cash & Counseling models. 
 

