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Project Abstract:
The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department for Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) requests $333,485 to expand the consumer directed approach to community based care by applying a consumer directed model to the state funded Homecare Program in two Area Agencies on Aging in the state.  Kentucky has been a leader in the development of this approach for its Medicaid waiver programs and the DAIL has been contracted by the Department of Medicaid Services to implement the Consumer Directed Option program.  

· Goal: To expand options for those at risk of spending down to Medicaid eligibility and those who would become nursing home residents through the development of a consumer directed approach to the state funded Homecare program.  

· Objectives: 1) to explore the effect of utilizing a consumer directed approach for services provided through the state funded Homecare Program on nursing home diversion.  2) to provide education to clients about the efficacy of utilizing a consumer directed model to access services, goods, and assistance.  3) to divert clients from spending down to Medicaid nursing home eligibility through the expansion of the consumer directed model to increase service units and consumer satisfaction.  4) to develop and strengthen the network of community providers.  5) to use project data to expand the consumer directed model to include all Kentucky Homecare clients.  6) to evaluate the effect of critical goods and services on the diversion of clients from Medicaid spend down and nursing home placement.

· Outcomes: Will measure client’s satisfaction and perception of actual diversion and the effects of expanded service options.
