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Project Abstract:
The NJ Departments of Health and Senior Services, Human Services, and Military and Veteran Affairs, seek to offer a consumer directed option for older adults at risk of nursing home placement and Medicaid spend-down. By March 30, 2010, the number of unduplicated Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRC) Cash and counseling enrollees will be 54 at a total cost of $390,000.
A “no wrong” door approach will be achieved through formalized protocols and information technology to facilitate a consumer-directed approach throughout the outreach, enrollment, planning, service delivery, and quality management processes.  NJ proposes to use the 2008 NHDM grant to continue building the infrastructure, business processes, and delivery of Long Term Care (LTC) services needed to support the growing number of older adults, persons with disabilities, and veterans regardless of income.  
Goal – Divert Morris and Somerset Counties’ elderly residents, individuals with disabilities, and veterans at risk of nursing home placement and Medicaid spend-down by establishing an integrated, quality-managed single entry system to assist individuals and their caregivers with planning, directing, and controlling their home and community-based services (HCBS). 
Objective 1 – Implement NJ’s tested Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) protocols to integrate service systems to identify, screen, assess, and counsel targeted consumers for HCBS.  
Objective 2 – Expand and refine the ADRC cash and counseling model in two new counties.  Objective 3 – Transform vendor contracting from fixed grants to fee-for-service for Older Americans Act Title III B/E to facilitate flexible, consumer-directed service budgets.  
Objective 4 – Enhance NJ’s CMS-based quality management strategy.      

