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Project Abstract:

The Ohio Department of Aging (ODA), in collaboration with the Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. (AAA7) serving older adults in ten south/central Appalachian counties, will implement a Nursing Home Diversion (NHD) Project, with a goal of including non-Medicaid individuals who are at imminent risk of nursing home admission and Medicaid spend-down in long-term care system transformation efforts currently under way. 
Objectives of the project are to: (1 design prioritization processes that identify non-Medicaid older adults at imminent risk of nursing home admission and Medicaid spend-down; (2 expand Single Point of Entry to accommodate screening of high-risk, non-Medicaid individuals; 3) coordinate with “Money Follows the Person” transition coordinators to identify non-Medicaid nursing home residents who are at imminent risk of Medicaid spend-down and permanent admission;  4) enhance the technological infrastructure support of diversion activities; and 5) incorporate “self-directed” care planning of HCBS, based on the Choices Medicaid Waiver (with elements of the Cash & Counseling) model, for the Care Coordination and National Family Caregiver Support programs.  
Expected outcomes are that: 1) non-Medicaid individuals at imminent risk of nursing home admission and Medicaid spend-down are diverted to community based services; 2) appropriate screening, protocols, and self-directed care planning services are managed resulting in increased nursing-home diversion; and 3) policies developed reflect the role of nursing home diversion in the seamless unified long-term care system transformation underway in Ohio.  
Deliverables include: 1) analysis of the nine-month project planning period; 2) an evaluation of data collected in provision of diversion services; 3) project training materials for state-wide replication; 4) abstracts for national conferences; 5) cost analysis of the project implementation; and 6) a final report.       

